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repLaced., marry cou-Id be provld.ed rrith modern anenities at Iov cost, But
he reallzes that fev 1an&]-ord.s conLd. d.o that rrith lso]-atecL bLoeks, vhl1e
they ntght lf a whol-e a.rea 'rere being improvecL altogether. Ee sees a
potenttaJ- alternattve in houee improveuent assoelatlone whleh vould take
over housee ln areas zoned for lmproverent where ind.irrtdr:aI lantll-ord-s are
unabLe or unrrlJ-ling to tLo the necessary vork. Scune types of houses coul-d.
be lrproved onJ-y by rthorlzontal eonverslon" vhleh iavol-ves larger outl-ays
that may be unJustlfted. u'lth bull.dJ.ngs whlch are a]ready agetng. Others
agaln cannot be mod.ernized. eeononlcaS-]ry antl must be replacedl. Ebe author
feel-s that thls problem dese::ves the sane lmaglnatlon and. enthustam as
the provlsLon of, uelr houses.

t0WN AID C"Jgf PLAIUXENG

26, "NF-r Cltlesn - Special Etlltlon of ilrbanlsue, Rernre Eqq4qglEgz VoI. 22, Nos.
25, 6, Parts, 1953. 75 W. ( In Freneh).

A speeial etLltion of trrrly lnter:natlonal ctraraeter, devoted. entlrely
to thb presentation of the ner.r clties ntrlch have beea bullt recently alJ-
over the globe. The ed.itors wlsh to d.emonstrate hov and to what exLent
eontem;rorary elty plannlng achievecl the ereatton of r:rban eenters vhlch
are ln trartony vith the trend.s and. regulr@ents of oui ti.ues. Io a general
section of thts lssue, Andrd Siegfried., renovll lnriter, eontributes a fel,r
broatL views on the rol-e of the cities as centres of gravlty of our
ctvl1ization. Pieme Laved.xr shor*s that and- hov at, a'11 ttmes new clties
have been bull-t. The "disintegration" of the blg eities and the need. for
new eormlunitles are the subject of an artiele by Carlos M. de'lLa Paolera.
A seeoud. section devoted. to l{ev Capltal- Cities lncJ.udes sme geueral
remarks on and. pfctr:res of New De1hl, Ca,nberra, Ankira, and. ChancLigaraJr.
Under the h,ead.ing of "New Clties Bul1t in Connection Wlth Nerr Intlustries
and Wlth Regtonal Develotrmentril exa,mples ln the UnltetL states, Polancl,
Russla, and Yugoslavia are briefly d-lseussecL. I'New Clttes Planned. for a
Better Dtstrtbution of Peop1e ancL lndustries'! are represented. by the t'New

Toltras" of Great Brltaln and by some d.evelopments ln the Nepean d.filtrlet
of Australia (near Sydaey). Types of ',Nelr Ur.'lcan Centers ln Coi:ntries With
Rapiilly Inereasing Populations" a.re found. tn Argentlne, 3raziI, and. ln the
Netherl-and.s. As a contribution of Franee, the creatlon of nery cltles by
Marshal Lyautey in Morocco is mentioned-. Most of the articles are pro-
fusel-y ill-ustrated",

27 s Conference on Econorrie and. Abroad.
on

hel-cl at
dge, Idassachu-

setts.

The foLloring papers praesented- to the Conference rflBre reeelved., so
far, ln a prelLrntnary draft fom.

Industrial- E:cperieaces of the Stand.ard Oi1 Conpany (New Jersey)
Abroad.e by K, I{. Qulek.
Town Plannlng and. A Study of Per-nanent Eousing in Overseas linlng
Develotrment, by h.vld M, Hansen, Orlnoco l,lLning C@pany (srrbsldtary
of U" S. Steel Coryoratlon). (Digested. ln the nerb follolrixlg ltem).
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Urban Land. Policles: Sumarry of Ftnd.tngs and ConeLusLonsr ty
Cbarles Abra,ms.

0perational and. Statlstical Research ln Bu11ding, by J. Bronowskl".

Possibllities of Interr:atlonal Flnanclng of Eouslng Ln UntLerd.eveloped
Areas, by Leo Grebler.

The Importa.nce of Eouslng ancl Plamning ln the EconomLc DeveJ-opment
of Latln Anerica, by Anatol-e A. SoLow.

0pportunitles for Tralning, by Howard. T. Flsher.

ArchltecturaL alsdL P1-anntng ffirerl-errees, by futert E. Alexander.

The Case for Regional Planning and Urban Dlspersal; hon to
achleve better llrrlng coadltlons along wlth baslc economic progress,
by Catherlne 3auer.

Aslats Borulng l[eeds, by L1oyd. Rods"ia.

28, "To\fla plaurlE8 arrd A. Study of Pelsanent Eonsing ln Overseas Minfng Develop-
nent[ by DatrLd. M, Eansen, Orlnoco Mlntng Corpar\y. Paper presenteiL to the
Benls Conference on Eeonomlc DeveJ-opment and EoueLng Abroad., held. at
trflassaehusetts Instttute of, Teehnology on May fr L953; Ca.mbrtdgey Magsac hu-
setts,

The paper d.iscusses the efforts of a U. S" Steel subslcLlary to d.evelop
ad.d.ttlonal sor.rrces of, lron ore abroad. and. outLines the engtneering and. towr
p1anntng tasks tnvoJ.ved, Slnee housiag is recogntzed. as sn rmportant part
of the Master P1an, various aspects of the housing tlesJ-gn sultab1-e for the
eeJ-ected- areas are analyzed., such as elimate, use of loeal materiaLs, lJ.fe
expeetancy of, butldings, ventilation, and sta,ndaraLization of materlaLs.

Fron the planning potnt of view, the method-s used. to oltain area
control- and. an integrated. tora deveJ-olment appear particu-1-aarIy lnteresttng"
ft is stated. that durlng the earLy stages of the develotrment peopl-e not
connected. Hlth tbe iadustry are entering the area seeki-rg to profit from
the huge palroJ-ls releasecL ln the tonn. fhese nevcomers typteaLly instalL
themselves on Iand. borderlng on the J.tntts of the tona, huiLd. prLnltive
dve]llngs a.nd. soon create dlfflcu].t sa.nlta^:ry, socS-aJ-, and. po].ltieal problems
In the nld.st of chaos. A tbree-eorr€r€d. struggle betveen the marginai
ccmmunitlee, the industrial- tor,nr, and the loeal govers:ment usually enflues.
Espeelal-ly tJ:e fall-r..rre to provide util-ltl-es results 1n uuch uareet end
cliseontent.

To eor:nteract the reermrence of these cond.ttl"ons, the Cotrpany trled.
to preveat them from the outset. A lorg-range progran, sr:buttted by the
Corpaoy rdae approved" by the Venezuelan Gove::nment. Thte pJ-an encorpasses
both the industrtaL area antl those seettong occupled. by otrtsiders and. pro-
rricLes publle utllitles a,nd. sa.nitary oerrriees on an over-eIl- basl.s. Also,
properly pl-a^nnetl areas open to outsld.ers have been set aslde. The loea]-
authoritles a.nd. the government cooperate tn thts progran vhlch lncluti.es
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adnlnlstrativq and. ftnanclal- neasllr€s. The development plan wilJ- have
the foree of l-av and. wilI. be backed. by mr:niclpa-l- zoning af,rd eonstrmction
ortllnances. To prevent outright spectd-atlon, the zoning ord.lnances uiIL
ascertaln that the tovn seetions are utillzed. for the origirral purposes.
It is statecL that people deslrlng to raise their sta^ndard.s rrilL be weleome
to partlclpate in the d.evelopment of lntegrated eomrunities.

29, t'P1ans for Exodus from Greater.London'r in Municlpal Jourral, Vo1. 5I,
No. 3143; LoncLon, I,{ay 15r L9j3. p. 983. -

Thls article refers to a nev circular No. ryl>l of the Flialeter of
Houslng and Loca1 Government "Movement of Popu-lation to New and. Expand.ed.
Totrns." This circular attempts to flntL a sol-ution to the probl-en of
noving ind-ustries as 'irell- as people without resorting to d.fctatorial
d.irecti.ves. The lriintster belLeves the tlne has eome rrhen r^rid.er a,rrange-
rents shoulcL be mad.e to ascertain ttrat the nev housing butlt ln new or
e:4rand.ecL towns would- be used to house people norring from the congested-
're>cportlng'r authorlties. Be states that .trith one exeeption none of
erpand-ed to'wrrs has yet begr:n to buiId. houses for Lond-oners.

The Mtnlster sr:ggests d.lrect anrangements betveen "exportingrt and-rrreeeivlng" a,reas, but he realizes that the movlng tenants need. empl-oSrmeat
tn or near thelr nelr locatlon, meaning that the tenant must be sel-ected-
wtth a view to (f) iris emplotrrment need, (e) to the empl-oyuent opportr:nltLes
ln the recelving €urea, and (3) to his howing need. At the sane tl.me, aIL
the areas which are serlously over-erovd.ed should have an otrrportr:nity to
obtain dveI-ling Bpace for their people tn the ner,r or e4pa.lrd.ed. tolrns.

The solutlon to these dlffteul-t probLems is seen ln the creation of
an elaborate administrative nachinery to keep people moving along charneLs
between e:rportlng and. reeelving areas. Authoritles in new and expand.lng
tomas wtII. drav tena^nts for their nel.i houses through erployers settllng
1n the tltstrlet. rrmtrrl-oyers in tu:m w11]- be asked to reerult labor (except
key vorkers) througtr the Labor Mlnlstry from llsts prepared by orportlng
authorlties of Greater London. The erqrorbing authority iunlng the proposed.
tenants must be prepared. to pay to the receivlng authorlty the rate substdy
for the first ten years life of houses occr4rled. by those ter,ants. It is
stated. that thls lndustrial selectlon eehene ls not intend.ed. to be In place
of d.Lreet a^rraugements between Greater London and- outLylng authorlties under
the Tormr Develotrment Aet. fhe MinLster promises favorabLe conslderatton
of sueh arrangements, 1f he ls satisfied. tha,t people movlrg out r,rlLl- have
work to go to.

30, nStoekholm Bul}d.s a Nev Town.'r by Clarence S. Stelu, in Pl-annltg L952;
ProceetLlngs of Annr:al Natlonal Planning Conferenee at no@trusetts,
Oetober 5-9t J-.952; Chlcagol IJ-llnolse Anerican Soctety of Plannlng 0fficia-Is,
L953, pp. !6-64.

In this paper, the vel-L-Iaror,m Amertcan clty pLanner and. archlteet
describes how the City of StoeHrol-u d.eveloped. an entlreLy nev eomunity
V$lHngty for about 6OTOOO ir.habltants. The flrst d-istrfct, BJ-aekeberg,
houslng about 1OrO00 peoBJ-e rriU- be coupleted. thts year. The essentLa-l
characterlstics of the development proeedure are sumed. up by the author
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about, as fol-Lows: (l-) "Ttrey" (the Sr,redes) see their problen as a
related" part of the eornprehensive d.eveloprent of the eity. (Z) They
are realistie pecple, buiJ-dlng thelr city to neet their needs, lnsofar
as thelr resources pemit. (S) They prepare for actton veIL in advatrce--
ftve years or so. (t+) AIL agencies coneerned with the ereatton and
operatlon of the comunlty participate ln the planning proced.ure from
the begtnnlng" (:) ALL costs are cor:nted ln adnance antl for the ecrrmnu-

nity as a vbol-e. flttie permlts p]anning and. bulIcl-ing aeeorcllng to a'
schetlrrle" (6) Development is orderly, arr atrea at a tise, bui]-t coupletely.
(Z) The ae'ur area ls ready to operate as a emlrleted tntegratett eomunity
as soon as lt is inhabited..

The author eelle this rea].tetlc clty bulJ-d.1rg.

31. A !.{aeter Plqgr for CslracaE (Venezuela); (pfarro Regulaclor de Caracas;
shecL by the Colrtsloa Naelona,l de Urba.nl.mo

(mtntsterio r1e Obras PublLcas)t L952. (In Spanfsrr).

After several years of study, the Natlona3. PLanntag Ccmlsslon of
Veneiue3-a pubJ-iohed" thts report which vas prepared w'ith the assistance of
Maurlee E. E. Rotlval, Fra$cls Vi1lch, Jacques Lanbert, and. Josd Luis Sert.
Its pr:rpose ls to prorlcLe, al.thor.gh i.n a pre1.5:ntna^:ry fashlon, the basts
for ari ord.erly d"eveLopment of the eapital- elty aad. its metropolltan area'
I1:ese stud.Les resr:-lt in proposal,e for a revision of the present land- uses
and. ln the ereatiorr arrd preservatlon of parks and- green belts. Verlous

32, "Houtstrng f,or the Lowest Income Groupt'
Archltectr:re Department, Delhl Polfte
fnstitute of Architects; VoI. X\fJIIlffi

by El-lzabeth S. Chlrman, Head. of
chnLc in Jorrrnal of the Ind.ian
No.4rSom@

This brief, lJ.lustrated- article, presentLr.,g a theoretlcal layout for
very low-cost horrsi:g ln Ind1"a, takes off from 6ugh gha'l lenging premises
as the following: "Iadia abounds r.rith people who J.ive a vlta-l aad" suc-
eessfirl Ilfe on very smaIl lncoues." they "make their houses of vha,tever
matertal- comes to hand., and. great ingenuity a.r:d- artistrry are shoT,ta. t'
rrfne grcrrrplng, *u,rhen }eft to the buil-d.ers themsel'res, shovs interest and- a,

real feeling for corununity life." *Any housing d-one official-i-y for this
group rnust aim at fosterirrg thts spirit of friend-ship, . . " "fnere
must be spaee iu which ehildren can &.orr and. scme privaey and. quietness
in which they can stud.y a,trd. thirrk their orar thoughts. "

The suggested- J-ayout ts pJ-anned. both for ecoto4y and-to meet the ah,sve
requirements. The "cooklng aparbments'! face a comrmal- Latm. At the
other sld.e of the hor;se there is complete privaey. An upper room may be
built for quietnesa and" stud.y. Room ts provided- also for a goat house a.*'
a reasonable d"lstanee from tlre hr:man habitatiorr, and a grazlng grorrad..

The road. system glves access to each house, bttt -r"here is not more
than lBO sq. ft. of roarl" per house. ftre layout 1s arranged. so that bottr
the comw-mal lawn and the grazlng ground. may tre reached- r,rithout crossi-ng
the naln road..
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To red.uce initial eosts, water is made avall-able at eertaln polnts
onl.yr a.nct there are conrmuaal- vashlng pI-aces and. latrines. But the p3-an
peilllts later extension of these servlces to eaeh house.

The density 1s 20 houses per acre, whlch cou1d be increasetl a.fter
the lnstallatton of serrriees by addltton of 'r:pp6r floors.

The theoretteal layout 'wouJ-d be 'uarled. aecorcllng to the slte,
'fbut the rrniler3-ying prlnclpJ-es are present, ortentatlon ln re1.atlon
to the sun anil wlnd., the grouptng of the houses to retaln ]-lfe antL
growth and. the uhoLe thing to be attalnable sith the least posslble
e:rpead.ltr:re. r

Note - Ihe folLorring publlcatlon vas receLved: "Tor'm PJ.annlng ln South
Amerlcan by P. L. Wlener ancl J. L. Sert. ReprlntecL from LtArchltecture

33.

dltAujonrcl'hut, No. 33, 1)5:-.. 55 pp. ContaLas pIans, iLlustrat-lone, antl
EffilETrench ancl partly ln r:ngl lsh) clescriblng the pl1ot plans of
four South-Amerlean cities: MecLeLLh (Colombla), frmaco (Cotomtta),
Chlmbote (feru)r arld f,ina (eenr).

&a11 Serrage Disposal Systems (vftfr speelaL reference to thefroples) by
n, l))2 (at E. K. Lerrls & Co., Ltd..).

TROP CAI, EOUSING

Cotta,ge Eouelng Scheme by C. N. Nettletonr. Goverrment ArChlteetz Colony
ent Clrcul-ar No. 1l+. PubLtshecl by South Paclflc

Comlsslon, Sydaey, Feburary L953. 12 !p.
Ihls elreuLar d.escribes an experiment tn cottage housing ca:ried-

out as a part of tbe Colonyts DeveJ-opment P1an. fwo semi-detacbecl houses
have been ereeted at Korovou at a eost of und.er f8s 6a a Bqlurre foot (fu
Ftjl money, equlval-ent to J.6s Ba tn Srltish crrr:reney). A cost retluetlon
is expeetedL ftom bullttlng the houses in groups. For the lmJ-ls, eoncrete
ptllars rrlth sl-ots on elther slcle vere first erected.. Into the s3-ots,
eoncrete slabs vere sIld. one above the other and. fjxed. ln posttlon vith
plaster. Both pi]lnrs and. slabs nere prefabrieated. by the Pub1ie Works
Department. FLoors vere l-ald. in both eoncrete and asphal-t. Corrtgated.
asbestos vas flxed. on a tluber frane to fo:m the roof. Each of the two
buitd.lngs has 3 rooms, one of vhleh 1s a kltchen. The pre-east pl3-lars
and. slabs ere uade ln reusable moulcLs. Much of the rrork of flttlng the
pre-cast unlts together can be d.one by the fan11les themselnes. The lndi-
eatetL average eost of the three-room r:nlt r,rith an eurea of 506 sq. ft. and-
iaclutllng out-prfuy and. septlc ta,:rk le Etr' l+58, equiva-lent to Srltlsh i 412.
f'hese eoste lncIud.e clralns, water supplyr antl tnterna-1. but not exterraa-l
electrleal serrices.

29lr pp.

fhe author, asslsta.nt d.ireetor of Rose Instltute of Troplea.]. ftyglene,
London, beLleves that the g;reatest defect in the clevelopment of tropleal
hyglene ls the failr.re to produce systeus of sanitatlon and. raater purlfl-
cation applieable to nral. eoad-ittons. AJ-though sernrage ts more dangerous
in rra.:cn cllmates than 1n motlerate eIlm,ates, Iltt1e or nothlng has been

34.
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pubJ-tshecl about dlsposal. systems suttabl-e for use by tropieal l-abor forces
rutro conmonJ-y l-Lve in snal-L colonles r,rlth a reasonable but often llmited.
vater supply. fhe purpose of thts book is to ftII this gap aafL to supp1y
lafo:matton. to thoee who supervise the instal-lation of good. d.isposal systens.

The flrst part of the book deaLs rrLth Constnrctlon ancL Praetlee aniL
tliseusges the faetors a-f,feetlng construetLon, 'varlous cLomestlc r,raterbornd
systems andL eomr:naL instal*latloas. In ad.d.ttlon, some of the reost frequent
systems are enaluatetl, such as the flush J-atrlne, the aqua prtq6 plt antt
bucket latrlnes. Also malatenance problens are treated..

In the seeond, Partr entitl-ed. Backgror:nd a^ad Design, the tecbnlcal
aspeets of the pJ-annlng of septlc tanks and. of agr:a prtvles are stud.led.
rlth referenee to the practical ex;lerience ln various troplca-I countrles.
Nrnnerogs ll.lustratlon, tabLes, an'J. references entrance the va-1ue of thls
book.

35. nfropicaS. Arehitectrrre, Conference at Unil-erstty Co3-l-ege, London" ln 5he
Bullder; London, Aprl1 L0, 1953. Hp. 558-56A. -

ft ls reported. that over JO$ of the 200 participan',,s earne fron troplcal
or sub-tropical Land.s. In Ll- sesslons durlng the week beginntng X4arch 2j,
varioug subjects of importa.r:.ee to practieing architects were dtscussed..
C. Y. Carstairs (Co1onia1. Office) speaking on "The Soeial and Economlc
Baekgror:nd-" stated that the problem of raising the staridards of J-fvlng tn
less developed. troplcal areas is consid.erably.eompllcated. by a steep rise
ln popuJ-ation and- the resultant uneontroI-led. drift to the torms. Nev lant1
shoul-d. be openetl up fcr food. produetlon. An archltectrual professlon from
a,roongst the people of ttre territorles themselves '*as ca'lled. essential.

I'Physieal- Pl-annlng Probl-ems ln the Tropies'r 'were dlseussed by Sir
WtJ-Lialn Eolford-. I{e d.emand.ed. that at the early stages of any pJ-an, a
standard- Code of Development be established- comblnLng the bulld.tng layout
u'lth the plannlng requirements and. that satelJ-lte d-eveI-opment shouLd. be the
norm.-Dr. 0. Koenlgsberger spoke about the speeific r:rban probl-ems of the
tropies, namely outdoor I-lving and. lts effect on urban sprawl; shad.e and.
ventllatlon requirements rd"th their effect on the Loeation of bulJ-dings;
the difficulti-es of provid.ing ad.eqr.:ate dralnage and- sewera,ge pJ-ans, and.
the end.orring of some feeling of r:rbanlty on l-oosely hntt settlemeats.

In his laper on 'rItrd.oor C1fuate a.n,L friermal Comfort" G. P. Crourd.en
(Lontlon SchooL of Sygiene a.nd tropical Meflieine) showed. by rliagrams {;he
infLuenee of temperature change on people engaged. in rrarlous oecutrntions
and. demonstrated. the varlous d-egrees of absorption of sol-ar heat by
uaterLals of d.lfferent coJ-orsp especially method.s of d.efl-eeting heat by
uslng l-lght-eo1-ored materia-ls, the prorrision of vera^nd.atrs and the plantlng
of trees.--r'Eoustng Standard-s tn the Tropicsfl vere d.iscussecL by G. Anthony
Atkinson (Colonia1 0fflce). Ee gave a short aceount of the ura,ln prLnciples
of houstng design sultab1-e for each of the five naln troplcal eJ-lmates and.
cal-Led. for greaLer flexibility in the ntuober and. sizes of rooms.
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A I'after on the aatural llghtIlg of troplcal buLlfl{ngs by eun-]-ight
reflectetl frcnn the groundl ancl from oplrcslng strrretures Ua,B presentecl. by
Dr. R. G. Eopklneon aad R. Petherbrlclge (Buflar"g Besearch Statloa),
$pe+tlng on rStyle and f?oplca]- Archltectrrer 3'ell-o AtlrJnson stateil that
ln uany vays eonteqporarry archltecture found. 1ts nost sultable ercpress5"on
ln the troptce. Openness ancl flexlbl1lty, fnd.ependenee of any vleual or
esthette tlesfuabLLity, vere gnllsil eEsentla1- to eatch the breeze encl to
exclud.e at the sane tLue the d.lrect sunllght"+fu{fus'M, Foyle, ,speal<{ng on
'Sdaterlals aniL Coagtruetion", refe:reil to the cJ.loatlc, EocLal and. p\yeieaJ-
factors vhlch ha,cL tnfluencecl lntllgenous archlteetr:re Ln West AJHca, More
research on the effect of, the veather on tradltloral- uaterlals antl pooi-i-ug
of lnfomatton nouldl asstst the archltect ln the troplcs. SolJ- cement has
been ueed. !.tth strllr{ng reerrlte on the Go].tt Coast"

I?ank Rutter ehowed tytrrieal tletall-s otf constnrctlou lu the nev
UnLverelty College of the WeEt lacLles a,ncl statecl that there Ls an rrrgent
ueefl for the sett{ng qp of efflclent l-oeal bulldtt.tg groupg whose capraclty
wotrld be lacreaeed. by the productloa of build{ng ccmponents on' er regloae-I.
eea1e"--A paper 'Ten Bul-Ifl{ng Tecbalques in the Eroples" cltscuesed by Ove
AflrI,, underlinetl that the general rrnder-d€velolmeat of the tropice a,ffecterl
bu{L.lrng uore tha:n a,ry other factor. Most of the ,-EIprtefl materl.El8 pre-
eented coet aJBd. labor probJ.ens. tlght-velght preetressed. and. poat-tenelonecl
coacrete unlts corrLd cut the oost of slte sqrertlslon"

C. E. Gobte dtea.lt rrlth temlte Lnfestatlou and. shovecL uethotl.s of
,eontroI, eueh as the fo:mlng of specla,aly d.eslgneiL flashlngs at clanger
polnts andL tqrregnatlon of tlrnber.--D1al( Loek qroke on rAtrchltectrura"l-
Etlucatloa ancl ltbaluLng ta the Troples.r' fls{nfng of an archttectural-
stuclent fuon the troplce ln Sngl and rilas said. to be lneuf,flelent. A speeJ.al-
eonrse nore suLtect for troplcaJ- practtce should. be prov:tdeb- for the fourtb
and ftfth year of stud;r. I,lhen the ceaters of etlueatioa wouLd shtft frm
Tlnglqnil to troplea.l corrntrles, the natl.ve stuclent vould recelve a basie
tratnlng at hme before Bolng to E\rope or Arertca for speeiaJ-lzed tralnlng-
R. S. Garilaer-Medrrln cLealt lrith t'Ehe Posltlon of the Archltect l"n the
Troplcs" and. stated. that where the archltect had. been recognizecl, an fun-
provenent ln the standard. of cLeslgn was alreaftr evideat.
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several lnterested. Swed.lsh firus set up 'r"he AB Elementhus as a productlon
eotrpanJr to e:rploit these rnethod.s. A new factory began to.d.el.lver houses
ln the autrmn of L952. The Svedish Government supported. thts untlertaklng
by a 3-oan of Kr. I miJ.llon.

Eouse parts are strlctly s'band.ard.1zed, but the flntshed. houses then-
selves ean be freeS-y adapted. to ind-ividuai requirements" The f,ranework
ls d.lvld.etl- lnto smalL, easlIy eomblnabf,e unlts measured in one- and tvo-
d.ecinetei stalial€rd.s (moclular eystem) obviatirrg the ae€d for standartLizect
house types. Interior equltrment 1s purchaseil from other ueirufaeturers.
De1lvery 1s mad.e from a eentraLlzed r+arehouse. Conplete housing units
are paeked. lnto lerge crates, transport,ed. to the build.ing site antl nounted.
there by four technlcians wlthln two or three veeks. The found"ation 1s
preparetL ln adrraaee. The prlce of a eourpletely asseubled. one-faut\r house
of 75 squ€re meters (BO7 sq. ft. ) area, includ.ing J roons, kltchen and.
fulI-slzecL cellar, r,ras I(r. 27r0oo (equa,ls $faf91 in 3}52 (excluttlng founda,-
tions a,nd wali-paperlng). The artlele ts amply lIlustrated. by plans antl
construetlon d.etaLls .

"The Veitscher Eouse, An Austrlan Prefabrlcated. Tl&ber Deslgn" ln ft41-d.1ng
Digest, VoI. IJ, So. 3, Lonclon, Mareh L9r3" p" 82

?he Veitseher ldagneslt Herke at Neuburg, Austria, d.eveloped a nelr
prefabrleated. hou,se eonslsting of mass-produced. wooden r*aLL panels,
boarded on both sides and- fltted. rr.tth an lnset of tar board. Tbelr fra,ue
ts sald. to be stroag enough to serve as bearing strtcture, The panels
are parbltloneil into several atr ehembere. fhe ad.ititLon of a plaster
coat is optional. It is clal-noed. that these pa.nels eou1d. be used for houses
of up to 2l storles afid. that the the:mal- lnsuJ.atlon ls greater tbarr tbat
of a t6" titea rf,a]-l. The s'band.ard. rrrErLL panels are 8' 3" htghr 5 L/8"
strong aod have a wldth varylng betr,reen 12" aud hB" " The panels eonsist
of a framework of 2 externai and 2 lntemecliate square tiubers etlffened
by horlzontal-ly lnserbed board.e and. lined- on etther sif,e by boercls so that
enclosrrres rith stagnant alr are ereated.. (A uore detailed. descrlptlon
ls avellab1e ln the Crerman jou::naI "Der Deutsche Hrclzhau, l)J?, No. 1r"
tn a^o artlcle vrltten by WiIheJ:r Sehmi.d"t. )

TO![N A$D CTTY PLANNIIiG

Town Destgn by Frecleriek Glbberd, put,lished. by The Archlteetural- hess,
ffi;affiS. a96 pB

Town design, as the renomred author flefLnes it, embraces archltecture,
Ia.nd.scape, and. road. ilesign. These e]ernente coublned. are satd to beeome a
aerr thlng, uthe r:rban seene". T}le p ofusel-y i1-luetratetl book is malaly
coneemed- vith the vlsual- quaiity of tolm d.esign whieh is eoncelved as an
art. The volume, arranged ln for.:r parts, d.eals wlth the destgn of the
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conrylete town, with centrel areas, inclustr1l, and. housing" At tbe erd
of eaeh part, typlea]. coroposltions aJ.e analyzed. as examtrlJ.es" Photogfaphs
are shorrn fron 'sarious angles to avotd- ld.eaIlzed irpresslons ancl are
eupported. by p1ans.

Llke al-L the other bulld{ngs, housing Ls treatecL more as an elereat
of the rrrbanr scene ttran from a technlcsl or soetal Boiat of vielr.
Varl-ous types of J-ayouts are analyzetl both ia nelghtrorhoods and b]oeks.
IrtI.xed. housing developnents are emphaslzed. as the best solutlon not on.Iy
for appeararreets sa"ke but for econoule and- soclal reaeons as weIL. Eow-
ever, the author d.oes not advocate simply the eomblnlng of snal-l one-famlIy
strructr:res i,ri.th flats. Ee r,trants to mix the vartous bulI&lng types together
ln such a T,ray that eaeh fo:s ls eouplementary to its neigtrbor. "Instead
of d.estgntng a bulId.lng as a complete and. lndependent arehitectural eon{po-
sltlon to be relateel to other eouplete arehitectr:ral eonpositlons, lt is
desi.gned- as part of a nhole; lts foro, co1or, and. texture d.o aot belorg
just to that one buiId.lng but to a mueh wltler scene. "

2\. llhe Eeart of the City; Tornarc!.s the Eumanizatlon of Urban Llfe. Editetl by
J. Tyn'rtultt, J. L. Sert and. E. N. Rogers. Lunri- E nphries, London, A952.
r75 pp

Some thirty lead.lng archtteets and. elty pl-anners eontrlbutetL to thls
symlrosilm that trtes to red.eternj-ne the roJ.e of the centra-l eore of the
moderra ctty so that this eore corrld. help "to transfo:m tbe passlve 1nd1-
ddua-l. ln eoclety lato an actj.ve parttclpant of social life. " $reeptng
through hlstory a"nd. aJ.1. over the world., the r,relL-1l,lustratecl" nork polnts
out the potenttal humaa val-r:es of thts core vblch vo'.-r-Id. be lost rmless
lts functlons for the I1fe of the eomrunlty are restorecl. Exarples of
ctty cores are shcfinx ln the Europeaa eountrles a.nd 1n the U.S.A" as weLL
as in Moroceo, Per:tr, Japan, Col-ombia, and. Ind.Ia, vhere nev toryns ar€
lr}anneil or bulJ.t. fh.ese examples seem to inclteate, as S. G.ltleon polnts
orrt ln his srmery, that the ererg{n8 consciousness of remote peoples
leacls to a more courageou^s a,:rcl" less prejud.lceiL vien of eonstrnrctlon and.
tha.t the erbra-Etrropean projeets are also tr-arger Ia seope.

A shorb outllne of the need.s of the eJ.ty core, prepared, by the
elghth Corgress of CTIM (CongrAs trnternationautr drArehttectr:re Mod.ome),
suggests that ln each elty there sho,rLd. be on-ly one ma,in eore. It shou-l-il
be a pJ-aee seeure from traffle where the pedestrl"s,a ce,!r move about fueeIy.
Cars should. park oa 1ts periphery but not cross it. Comerclal- advertls{ng
shotrldL be organtzecl and. eontrolled.. The arehtteetural setting shoul-dt be
planned to aIlov for the tnclueion of nobtle el-ements whleh ean nake an
Lqrortant, contributton to the anl-matlon of the core. The arehltect, tn
planniag the core, shouJ-d. employ eontsap63erXr mearrs of e:qlresslon ancl vork
ln eooperatlon wtth palntern and. seulptors.
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UROPICAL EOUSING

25. "Humleane Eouslng ia Ja.mslea" in Despateh fron the American Consulate
General at Klngston, Jamalca, clated lr{arcI 26, L953.

ThJ-s report srmartzes personal obsernations of the Beport{ng Offlcer
on a visit to the houslng slte d.evelopecl r:ncler the hurrlcane hous{ng
p:rogram of the Jamalca Government vhich ains at l-OrO00 houses and 1s
flnaneed frcm a 12 ml]-llon grant by the U. K. Gover:rneut. (See "ElgbLights"
$o. 35r ltem 12, andNo.36, Iten l). It ls etated tbat the vlslt of the.
two TCA experts Eaason and @,rela in L)JP resuJ.tecl 1n a revtslon of the
progralc by latroduclng the "aided. self-help" prlnclpLe whlch seems gener-
aJJy acceptetl, althor:gh soue opposltlon stlJ-l uay exlst"

0n a houslng stte some 35 mi.Ies fron Kingston about l0 houses have
been bull-t but were not yet oceupierl ln l{arch. lfhey are one-room houses
about Bt x tht with provlslon fon a partitlon; some have verand.a,hs. Floors
are wooden, rooflng 1s al-r.minrm. No B1unblng facll.lties are avallabLe
Lnstd.e the houses; r,rater is piped. throug[out the comunlty outslde, hon-
ever, and. separate septic lavatorles and eomr:nlty showers are belng bulJ.t
by the Eoustng Authority. The Laad. is sald. to be poor aud rocky. The
houses are caIIed. platn and. tlny but can be i-mproved. by the occupants.

They cost $e8o to $4a0. 0f thts cost, 35{o ts to be provld.ecl by the
oecupant; the renaintler 1s provid.ed. by a goverrrment grant. The reporb
states tbat the prospeetlve occupants, now J-lvfng 1n tents or thatch but6,
atr)pear to be pleased. r,rtth the prostrrect of these ecmr.:nlty hones and. that
v.tth flrrther gutd.ance, successful coqrnrunlty actlvltles carl be cleveloped..
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